The Tern Valley Walks are a group of short strolls around the upper reaches of the
River Tern near to Market Drayton.

They have been designed for the Market Drayton Taste of the Town Company to add to
the range of leisure activites and education about the local environment which the
company promotes.

The walks are special in that they include areas of the Tern Valley which are privately
owned, and so public access has been arranged at certain times by kind permission of
the landowners. We therefore ask that all walkers observe and respect the following -

PLEASE

Leave gates as you find them (usually closed)
Keep your dog under close control

Don’t frighten or feed livestock

Keep to the designated paths and areas
Take your litter home

° Wear suitable footwear and clothing

Taste of the Town Company

The Taste of the Town Company is an experiment in the re-generation of a modern
rural community.

In the past people from the farms and villages brought their produce into the Market
Town and returned to their farms with their purchases and news of local events and
gossip. The market was a meeting place and the heart of an isolated community. Life in
the countryside is changing rapidly. People have become disconnected from the
landscape and from each other. Their economic and social ties are fragmenting. Market
towns have lost their economic and social significance and the countryside is perceived
as little more than the hinterland of urban conurbations.

The Taste of the Town Co. reconnects town and hinterland in ways that make sense. It
uses Information Technology to create a permanent market place in which individuals
with a range of business and organisational local connections with food, but who do
not necessarily recognise each other or their shared interests, can make their presence
and particular interests known. Our website wires every one together but the
interactions that spark are not predictable. The sense of community is strengthened by
the creation of real time opportunities for members to meet together. The Company
builds on the local food connection to stage an exhibition demonstrating the economic
and social ties between the town and its environs.

For details of all Taste of the Town Company members,
their businesses and other interests, please visit our website at
http://www.foodconnection.co.uk
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The Source at Maer
Openall year - public footpaths (download * or ask for descriptive leaflet).

Willoughbridge
Details not available at time of going to press

Bearstone Fruit Farm
OpenJune, July, August during the hours the PYO fruit farm is open to the
public (10.30 am - 5.30 pm). Descriptive leaflet available on site.
Contact Tena Roberts phone 01630672120

email tenaroberts@hotmail.co.uk
Oakley Hall
By appointment only. Descriptive leaflet available on site.
Contact Mr. F. Fisher phone 01630656271

email f.fisher3@gmail.com
Betton
Openallyear - public footpaths (download or ask for descriptive leaflet).

Buttercross Farm
By appointmentonly.
Walk dates (2007) 3rd June, 5th August & 21st September.
These will be accompanied walks around the farm which usually take 1 - 1% hrs.
Itis reasonably easy walking but not suitable for pushchairs or wheelchairs.
Posters advertising the farm walks will be displayed in the farm shop at least two
weeks in advance of the walk. Dates are subject to change.
Contact Helen Rowley phone 01630656670

email info@buttercross.com
TernFisheries
Openall year - public footpaths (download or ask for descriptive leaflet).

Market Drayton
Openallyear - public access (download or ask for descriptive leaflet).

Fordhall Farm Nature Trail
The walk is usually available during shop opening hours, Easter to October,
or by appointment. Descriptive leaflet available on site.
Contact Charlotte Hollins phone 01630638696/638656
email project@fordhallfarm.com

*Where applicable, leaflets giving directions can be downloaded from
http://www.foodconnection.co.uk



bive Gat “o NEmEssile Pleas_e note: the diagrams opposite are_only designe_d to give a general idea of the V\_/alk
pe ate locations. For more accurate and detailed information please refer to the appropriate

Blackbrook Ordnance Survey map.

~Witlaughbridge
SJ 747 397 Z.

Though these walks concentrate on the River Tern and its immediate surroundings
River Tern — there are numerous footpaths within the wider valley area, some of which have been

used to create other walks for which leaflets can be downloaded from the Taste of the
Town website (www.foodconnection.co.uk).

Maer
SJ 792 382
Blore Heath Farm (SJ 708 351) hosts a yearly re-enactment of the Battle of Blore

Heath and have designed a walk which visits the battlefield and other associated points
to Market Drayton of interest. Further information can be found at their website (www.bloreheath.org).

1 Park Hill Farm (SJ 733 347) also arranges Open Days which often include walks along
bt o s with other activities. More information can be found on their website

(www.parkhillfarm.co.uk).

Oakley Hall Also passing through the Tern Valley is the Newcastle Way. This is a longer distance
SJ 701 366 walk (40 km) from Mow Cop in North Staffordshire to Market Drayton. A descriptive
leaflet can be downloaded from -
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/7TED3E6F9-A89F-4DC6-B289-
38A164B731D8/45735/NewcastleWayGuide.pdf

Market Drayton There are a few geocaches in the area. Geocaching is a fast-growing, worldwide
pastime for which a hand-held GPS receiver is used to search for small objects or boxes
of ‘hidden treasure’. These treasure hunts can range from simply using the map co-
ordinates of the object to retrieve it, to fairly complex hunts which involve a walk and
the collection of several clues before the final location of the treasure is revealed.
Geocaching has become popular with families: the caches often contain small toys or
collectables which children can collect and swap. A more comprehensive explanation
and details of local geocaches can be obtained from www.geocaching.com. Here the
cache co-ordinates and details provide a vast database of short walks.

F(g Jdgzg gggm There are several geocaches in and around Market Drayton. If you visit the geocaching
website, look up the details of the following (listed by title and waypoint code) -

8 Market Drayton

MD Meander (GCWDKG)
A529 The Battle of Blore Heath (GC11VFP)
Newtown - Takea Tern onthe Old Road (GCVYDT)
ver tern
a Please note that the Taste of the Town Company has no control over the maintenance of footpaths and

‘ other areas described in this leaflet. Neither does it control other activities mentioned. The Company
and Publisher, therefore, do not accept responsibility for any problem which may arise from following
the suggestions given herein.




